HE mark at which all good Deſigns and ARs take their aim 1s 
the Glory of God, and the Good of Man in order to his Glory, and 
| to advance God in his honour, and ro promote the welfare of our 
| Guls; and it is from God that all fuch holy defires, all good 
1nd all juſt works do proceed. 
*je my deſire and duty alſo to love my Neighbour as my {elf, then it is 
_ do my utmoſt endeavour that my Neighbour ſhould not be de- 
g falſe Teachers no more than I would be deluded by them my ſelf. 
F fr the better way and manner of burying the dead, that there may be 
|. made between the godly and the ungodly, and that the good word 
Fi may not be ſo much contradifted as it 1s, when they bury a wicked 
» y man or woman they ſay the ſame words that they do for 
y, that is, In ſure and certain hope of the Reſurreftion to eter- 
th Which is very much contrary to the holy Scripture, that faith, 
8 chreon, perſon ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God ; as we read more at 
"a1 Cer. 6. 9, 10. And again, If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
3 Ungodly and the ſinner appear ? 1 Pet. 4. 18. 

ter ſome of them preach agreeable to our bleſſed Saviour's words, that 
= ſaved ; but according to their ſaying over the dead Corps, in ſure 


"in hope of eternal life, there ſhall be few or none to be damn'd, which 
Fi contradiQion to our Saviour's words : And alſo contradiQts their own 
44mg, and alſo-it encourageth the By-ſtanders. that knew.chem to be ſuch 
*..hemſelves , Swearers, Drunkards, Sabbath-breakers, and the ike. They 
*,in,vhen the Miniſter ſays ſo by them, we need not fear but that we ſhall 
geternal Life as well as t ey: But Ro_ ſome Miniſter will ſfay,I did not 

(that this man was ſuch a bad liver, or fuch awicked and ungodly man. 

L which I anſwer with the-words of Solomon, Prov. 27. 23. that Paſtors 
know the ſtate of their Flocks ; and not only fo, but to be diligent to 

4: And alſo to imitate St Paul, AZ. 20. 20. who kept back nothing that 

qoitable, but ſhewed and taught publickly, and from hone to houſe ; 

{tat would be a good means to know the ſtate of your Flocks. 

win the other place, where they alſo ſpeak againſt their Conſciences, 
"ax, 45 our hope is this our Brother doth, How can a Miniſter fay, I hope, 
"+ mew him to be a wicked and ungodly man, except he will at the ſame 
'niy, lhope that the Word of God is not true, or that God is nor ſuch 
mp he has reveal'd himſelf to be ; but he muſt as it were make God a 
'z ButI ay as St. Paw! ſaith, Rom. 3. 4. Let God be true, and every Man 4 
\a,s it is written. Again I ſay, I do not deny the ReſurreQion of the Body, 
\c&kdducees do, 4. 23. 8. but I deny, that all ſhall ariſe to eternal Life. 

' lnher thing is concerning their Chriſtning of Children, as ſome of them 
'46r ik a hehe ann ſo much contrary to the Canons of the Church, 
| v5, chr g them in the Houſe without Godfathers and Godmothers, 
| znchour ſigning them with the ſign of theCroſs,and without receiving them 
{the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock ; and when they have Godfathers and 
| hochers according to the Canons of the Church, they ought to be ſuch as 
{breceived the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; bur they do not ask them 
'tmeſtion as they ſhould do. And thoſe that are chriſtened in the Church,it 
tir the Sermon is done,and all the Congregarion is gone,except a very few, 
ts thoſe thar come with the Child. And how can that Child be faid to 
|trxtived into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, when the Congregation 
me? They ought to chriſten them in the time of Divine Service before 
wn, according to the Canons. of the Church : for the Manner ought to 
ſerved of any religious Duty, as well as the Matter it ſelf. 

Wd how few of them will or do take the care or pains to catechiſe them, 
\ they are grown up, as they ought, according .to, the Canons of the 
and to have them confirm'd by the Biſhop according to the Canons 
Orders of the Church ; or will take the care or pains to examin them, be- 
tey admit them to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, whether they 

er catechiſed and confirmed by the _ or No, as they ought to do. 
all things be' done decently and in order, aith St. Paul,” 1 Cor. 14. 40. 
as I find no man ought to take in hand, or preſumeto alter any common 
er in Chriſt's Church, except he be authorized thereunto. | 
et notwitſtanding this, ſome will dare to change and alter the Leſſons con- 
trary to that they are appointed to be read in the Church, and that for malici- 
ousand revengeful ends, as it does appear in one reading the 26th Chapter of 
the Proverbs of Solomon on the 11th day of Novem.on purpoſe to abuſe and call 


meFool and Tale-bearer. Bur I believe, that Solomon did not write this Chap- 


terfor ſuch a bad end, for Miniſters to read it for revenge of their own caule, 
retirning evil for good, and to diſcover their malice in the Congregation, as 
it 4 in the 26th Verſe of this Chapter. : 

Bur, St. Matthew writes in the 12 Chapter of his Goſpel, Verſ. 42. ſaying, 4 
ergster than Solomon is here. Who ſaith in Chap. 5. Yer. 22. that he that jhall 
ſay thou Fool, ſball be in danger of Hell fire. And in Chap. 23. has denounced 
no leſs than 7 or 8 againſt ſuch hypocritical Preachers, which ſay and do nor, 
asitis in the 3d and qth Verſes, Binding heavy and grievous burdens to be 
born, and lays them on mens ſhoulders, but they themſelves will nat myve them 
with one of their fingers, QC. ICE. : 

The Evangelical Prophet ſaith ſomething like to this, Chop. 9. 16. That the 
Leaders of this People cauſe them to err, and they that are led of them are ac- 
frozed., And thoſe that will take the pains to look into the foregoing and fol- 
lowing Verſes, may gather out of both ſomething to this purpoſe. And as 1t 
is in Matth. 23. 13. They ſbrt up the Kingdom of Hearven againſt Men ; for they 
nerther go in themſelves, neither ſuſfer they them that are entring, to go in. And 
alchough our Saviour Chriſt commanded us in the beginning of this Chapter, 
aying, Whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do, And when 1 did 
.dmpare this and that where the Prophet faith, That the leaders of this People 
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, Falſe Teachers and  Hypoetirical Preachers, 


fiteth nothing ; the words that I ſpeak unto you are. 
But theſe falſe Teachers will take no notice of the latter, which doth ex-" 
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plain contradition to our Saviour's Command ; and it was ſome difficulty for 
me to reconcile them together, or to underſtand our Saviours meaning: For 
it did ſeem ſtrange to me, that he ſhould denounce ſo mariy Woes againſt 
them in this Chapter, and yet commanded us to obſerve and do whatſoever 
_ bid us, whether it be right or wrong. 

ut with the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, and Holy Spirit, I did find. out 
the true meaning in the Margin of the Bible ; the meaning is this : provided 
always, that they do deliver Moſes's Doftrin, which the Metaphor of the Seat 
ſheweth, which they gras ag as Teachers of Moſes's Learning. Alſo the Holy 
Apoſtle St. Paul doth further affiſt or enform me, ſaying, Phil. 4.8. Whatſoever 
things are true,whatſoever thiugs are honeſt whatſoever things are juſtywhatſcever 
Fhings are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good re- 
port : all which does fignifie, that our Saviour doth not ſay or mean, whatſo- 
ever they ſay whether it be true or falſe. ; 
- Again, God faith to the Wicked, Pſal. 50. 16. What haſt thou to do to de. 
clare my Statutes, or that thou ſhouldft take my Covenant in thy month, ſeeing, 
thou art but a Hypocrite, as it is further to be proved in the Margin ; = 
again in Yer, 17. Seeing thou hateſt to be reformed, and haſt caſt my words be= 
hind thee ; and ſo on four or five Verſes more. 

I have heard ſeveral Miniſters deſcribe an Hypocrite and a Man of a filthy 
Spirit, ſaying, Such a Man, or this Man, is of a filthy Spirit, when it is to be 
feared, that they or he might ſay to himſelf, as Nathan the Prophet ſaid tothe 
Royal Prophet, 2 Sam. 12. 7, Thou art the Many or, thou art the Man that 
puts on the Picture of 'a Chriſtian, for an Hypocrite is no more. | 

I read and hear ſeveral of theſe falſe Teachers ſay, That he that eaterh and 
drinketh the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt hath eternal Life, and he will raiſe him up 
at the laſt day ; as it isin John 6. 54. and ſeveral other Verſes to that purpoſe 
in the ſame Chapter. But we read in Verſ. 60. How many of his Diſciples, 
when they heard this, ſaid, This is an hard ſaying, who can hear it ? d in 
the next Verſe we read, When Feſus knew in himſelf, that his Diſciples mur= 
mured at it, he ſaid unts them, Doth this offend you? And in Vetſ. 63. he 
doth explain it to them, ſaying, 1t is the Spirit that quickneth, the Meſh pro= 
irit and Life. 


plain the former, as Chriſt doth, who is the true Teacher ; becauſe the latter 
doth not make ſo well for their purpoſe, as thoſe former Verſes do, to delude 


poor ignorant Souls that cannot read, and others that can read, and do not 


ſo much mind, as they t, to proveand try the Truth of what they ſay. 
And thus they ſpeak againſt their own Conſciences ; for they cannot be igno« 
rant of it,that have it in the Chapter before them, That the Fleſh profiteth no= 
thing. Buit they think, that if they can but bring a Text of Scripture to'cos 
ver their falſe DoQrin, and to blind Peoples Eyes withal, that it is well enough ; 
although they know that the All-wife God knows their meaning, in bringing 
ſuch Proofs and leaving others. Thus you may ſee, that it is not Whoſover eat- 
eth and drinketh Chriſ''s Fleſh and Blood in a groſs manner, as they ſay, Fir the 
Fleſb 29.4 gr nothing, it is the Spirit that quitkneth. 

I heard another very falſe Teacher, ſay, That the good Spirit of God does 
not make us wiſer, but better ; which is a very falſe thing : for I can, with 
the Aſſiſtance of the good Spirit of God, prove that it doth make us wiſer, 
as well as better. 1 Cor. 12. We read of Diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame 
Spirit. Alſo we read, That the Spirit of Wiſdom is one of the firſt Gifts 
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of the good Spirit of God. Again, the ſame Apoſtle, Eph. 1. 17. prays, Thas 


God would give them the ſpirit of U:derſtanding and Revelation in the, know< 
ledge of him ; where I gather, that the Apoſtle would not pray for the Spirit. 
of Wiſdom, if it were not attainable : A third proof from the Propheſie of 
Iſaiah 11. 2. And the Spirit ' of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, firlt, the Spirit of 


Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Strength, the Spirit of 


Knowledge, and of the Fear of the Lord, Theſe three Proofs are ſufficient to , 


prove, that the good Spirit makes Men wiſer, both in Spiritual and ey toms 
things, as might be further proved by Solomon's Workmen,that had the Spirit: 
of Wiſdom given them to do ſuch curious work for building of the Temple. 
And thus we may ſee what a wicked thing it is, for Miniſters to belie the 
good Spirir of God. 1 pray you, what is this better than Blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt ?. Is it not pity that ſuah a falſe Teacher ſhould be ſuffered 
to go into a Pulpit? Alſo he ſpeaks againſt reading of Books for a Preparation 
of the holy Sacrament, ſaying, Ir is no matter of reading. Books ; _ he that 
ſticks cloſe to his Work does God as good Service, as he thatigoes to Church 
to Prayers : And then in another Sermon puts us upon imitating St. Matthew, 
who, when Chriſt call'd him from the Receipt of Cuſtom, left all to follow 
him ; as it is Chap. 9. 9. And then again contradiRing himſelf, puts us upon 
going to the Publick Prayers of the Church : alſo he makes little or no dif 


ference between going to the holy Sacrament, and going to hear a _ & 


ſaying, Men make a difference where God makes none. Again ' he makes as 1 

poor 1gnorant People, that know not their right hand from their left in mat- 
ters of Religion, believe that they may come with little or no Preparation to 
the Sacrament, ſaying, What Preparation had the Apoſtles, when they received 


every day? as if they that cannor read, and others that can read, that are as 


3gnorant as they, ſhould be compared ro the Apoſtles ; and all this to delude 
poor ignorant Souls for ſelf-ends, | : | 

I heard another falſe Teacher ſay, That he could prove. that the Sin 
the Holy Ghoſt may be forgiven upon Repentance ; which 1s a1 
what onr Bleſſed Saviour faith in Match. 12. 31, 32. Wherefore 1 (ay unto- 
all manner of Sm and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgeven unto Men : but the Bla 
my againſt the Holy Ghoſt jhall not be forgiven unto Men. And whoſoever 


ak- 


. eth a word azainſt the Son of Man, Jhall be forgiven him : but who @VeF 
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Eauſe them to errand they that are led of them are deſtroyed ; T thought it was a 


G 2 
it ſhall not be forgiven him, neither in thif\. 
here we ſee, that there 1s no ſuch 


and .heard ſeveral _ 
fo let him firſt 
| (7 


ſpraketh againſt the Holy Ghoft, 
World, neither -in the World to come ;, W 
' dition mentioned, as upon Repentance.. Alſo T have read 
ſay, that thoſe that have ſinned that” Sin, can never repent 3 
prove whether ever any did repent of that Sin. . © - \ 
This he ſpoke in a deluding way to perſwade Men and Women to come to. 
the Sacrament; if they can but perſwade them; they do not much matter how 
they come, prepared or unprepared. Although they can diſſemble, preach 
and ſet forth Books for a-Preparation ; yet, for as much as I know by them, 
they do but difſemble and ſpeak far from the Heart, which 1s to be fared 
that it is for ſome -by-ends and for filthy lucres ſake, maope t 4n fox "the G c? 
of God ani the good of Souls, which ſhould be their chief aim, if they ha 
a good mganing. And this is agreeable to what our. Blefſed Saviour. faith an. 
Tobn to. calling them Hirelings, :hat feed them only for their own profit -and 
eains, but forſake them in tzme of danger : Alſo he calls them Thiewes, which 
feed not the ſheep, but Ki1{ them: By this and what the Prophet ſaith before, 
That they that are led by them are deſtroyed, 1s plain that they are no berter 
than Murderers of Souls. To this purpoſe St. Pezer faith in his 2 Epiſt.i2; 3. 
how they make Merchandize of you, .and ſhall abuſe you, and ſell you, 1 as 
they ſell Cattel in a Fair, if you have-:not a-care. - This I can prove by the 
Margin 'to this place. _ PEO: m 
Another of theſe falſe Teachers. told me betwixt him -and, me, That we 
have nothing to do_ with the Law of Moſes: But fince that time I conſidered 
with my ſelf, muſt the Ten Cemmandements be laid aſide ? For our Saviour 
Chriſt faith in Maith. 5. 17. Think not that I am come to «fry the Law or th# 
Prophets ; .1 am not come to deftroy,but to fulfl : Again in:Verſ.18. he verefies it 
further, ſaving, Til! Heaven and Earth. paſs, one jot or tittle ſhall in no wiſe 
aſs from the Law,till all be fulfilled. For although the Ceremonies were aboliſh- 
bY at Chriſt's coming, yet the Precepts were not, but rather confirmed : —_ 
then do Miniſters preach out of it, and-why are the firſt Lefſons of the Chur 
read out of it, if- we have nothing to-do with it? WT; | 
I obſerve many things which theſe hypocritical Preachers ſpeak in the Pul. 
ir-againſt. their*own Conſciences in a-diſfembling way, putting us. upon do- 
ing thoſe things, ,that they will not do. theipſelves ; neither would they have 
us to do them; bidding us to.have. a holy Conſpiracy againſt Wickedneſs, ſay- 
' ing, 1f we let them alone, how»is it ta. be imagined that God ſhould let us alone? 
And yet they can let them alone for this many years, to ſet forth things to ſell 
in the open Streets on the Lords-Day.” And whert ſuch as.I go! about co-hin- 
der them-and amend it, as they bid me z yet, I find none more againſt ir, and 
againſt me-for doug. ſo, than they are.z. although they.know how God him- 
ſelf complains by his holy Prophets, That none goes ibont to: amend' it, or 
that dare defend the T'ruth and: ſhew Mercy to the oppreſſed ; but moſt Pro-« 
feffors, ſo that. they be not prejudiced. in their Names and Commodiries, they 
care not what: be done againſt the Glory of God : an. evident argument, that 
they never loved: him. ' 


"ih 


wer it, when they will neither ſuffer us, nor do it themſelves? Bur 'when 
they ſee them fit in the open Streets, -or in their Houſes, Shops or Cellars. ſel- 
ling things, can paſs by and let-thEm alone, winking and conniving at them ; 
_ ſo they are incouraged, when they ſee Miniſters, efpecially their own, paſs 
by and let them alone ; and if chey-do ſometime reprove-them, yer that isnot 
ſufficient, as we read in 1 Sam. 2,.3. Chapters, concerning old” E/;,. how he 
reproved his Sons ; but that was not ſufficient : But we-read further, becauſe: 
heditl not reftrzin them, how God: puniſhed him.' So theſe Miniſters know 
that they ought to reſtrain thoſe that: are under their Chirge, from evil, and 
conſtrain them to good. * They know this day ſhould be kepr ſo ſtrift, that 
we ſhould not ſpeak our 0wn words, 1ſa. 58. 13. then;:how can ſuch buying and 
ſelling be ſuffered on this day ? Alſo they know how that God Almighty has 
both bleſſed and hallowed this day ; but ſuch Hypocrites, as they and we, do, 
as much as in us lies;-to unbleſs and unhallow- it : For the Prophet 1/a. Ch. 9.17. 
ſaith, Every one is an Hypocrite ; then-what will it be to Miniſters and Magi- 
ſtrates that ſuffer ſuch tbings ? - As a Biſhop writes and confeſles, faying, The 
higher the Sun is, the leſs it ſeems ; bur the higher that I am in place and office, 
the greater. is-my. Sin, both in the Eyes of God and others. 

Now who can judge theſe to be good Men, whether they be Conformiſts 
or Nonconformiſts, that can endure to ſez the Lord's-Day thus prophaned in 
buying and ſelling and working, by thoſe that are under their Charge and'Tu- 


phemed, or his Truths, Ways, Servants are evil ſpoken of, contraditied or calum- 
niated, then ought we to ſtand up in defence of Chriſt, and of what is Chriſt's 


more, to out-ſpeak them and put them to ſilence, elſe we ſhould betray Chriſt and 
his Cauſe by our Silence, fir that would ſeem to be a conſent, and they wonld 


ones would be occafioned to fall from the Faith, and ſtrong Chriſttans would be 


greatly darkened thereby, Theſe are very good Sayings, it cannot be denied, 
and ſuch as ought faithfully ro be done ; bur that which I gather from them 
is this, that if they do not according to this knowledg which they have decla- 
red and written, or at leaſt do their utmoſt endeavour, rhat they do but make 
the greater diſcovery of their Hypocriſie : For ke that knows his Maſters Will, 
- and does it not, jhall be beaten with many ſtripes, Luke 12. 47. By many ſtripes 
© -T underſtand is meant the greater puniſhment they are like to have. Alfo I ga- 
ther from it, thar they make our Saviours words good, who ſays, That 
they ſay, and do wot ; and where 1s there a Man to be found, that does &o as 
they ſay ? Therefore in ſo ſaying, they do but as jt were, lay heavy and 
grievous Burdens upon other Mens ſhoulders. Our loving Redeemer has' told 
- aStwice in one Chap. Marrh.7. 16,20. How we ſha!l know chem by their Fruits; and 
thats, by their falſe DoQtrin, evil living and bad Examples z and in the Verſe 
foregoing, bids us beware of falſe Prophets, which come tovou in Sheeps ciothing, 
bt inwardly they are ravening Wolves 5, and more at large in the 23, 24 Ch. 
- of this Goſpel : ſo that he has left us without excuſe. I heartily wiſh all good 
> Chriſtians to have a great care, that they are not deluded by theſe falſe Teach- 
- ers, but take heed how. you hear ; as our Saviour ,gives vs a caution, Mark 4. 
> and believe not every Spiric. Bur many are to careleſs in hearing, that 
- - they hear and hear not, being half afleep and half awake; while theic falſe 
Te ; preach their Souls ro Hell : And if they come but once a Week to 
+. Giew themſelves at Church, they think it js enough ; and many more there 
Þ 2. | | : 


35 
& -, 
pa - 


"RK 


«yet they are let alone to live as they liſt: But how theſe Miniſt, "an, 


/pointed to be read as a Leſſon in the Church 3 but he could *þ 


Account K' u 
_ God. Mg 


Again how will theſe Miniſters, that put us upon doing fuch things, anſ | 


ition ? As another of them writes, ſaying, When the Name of Chriſt is blaſe 
perſon or things, to ſpeak as much for them, as other, ſpeak. agninſt them; -yea- 


= thereby be emboldened to continue, yea to multiply their evil ſpeakings; and weak- 


much offended, and the Glory of Chriſt and the Splendor of his Truth would be 


] 


are that come not once a Month, nor once a Year to hear , 


the charge over and ſhould be diligent to know the fare .c * tha 
will. or pk anſwer this, I cannot ifnagin. | 4 % Of thei 
Notwithſtanding all this wickednels 1s done and ſuffered by 1... : 
hypocritical Preachers can have the' confidence to call themſelve, Mtg 
ſters of Chriſt. Let a Man ſo account of %%, ſaith one; nor only ker . 
%* 
Ie the 


Let ; wk 


dence to make choice of it for his Text, ſaying, r Cor. 4. 1, , 
as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and S;&vards of the \ h 
ver, itis requined * m Stewards, that a "Nan be for 4-nie of 
Let aMan fo account of us, ſaith he, of us falſe Teachers. Now ] + Ganhgy, 
how 'a Man —_ be _ nn haul, as it. ix _ tell you 
Far ſuch-are falſe - Apoſtles, ſaith he; deceitful workers; transforms... "1 

ICE nn Cbrih _ Again he ſaith, 1 Tim. 4. wYwS "eos, 
ſpeakethi exprefly,, that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart fron y Wiz; 
giving heed to the ſeducing Spirits, and Doitrins of Dewils ; * Faith 
Hypocriſte, having their Confcipuces ſeared with a hot iron. Lig in 

Although the holy. Apoſtle St, Pau! doth ſay, Let a Man fo accon 
that is, of; us, 'that are indeed the true Miniſters of Chriſt ang Fake 
ards of the Myfteries of God-; that will be faithful unto death, a; BON 
they were; yet he doth not ſay,. Let a Man ſo account of falfe Apo 
transform themſelves into the-Apoſtles of Chriſt ; nor of falſe Texhy X 

hypocritical Preachers. Alſo St. Peter gives a large account of the, * 
2 Epiſt, Ch. 2, throughout, comparing, them to bruir beaſts, and wow 
without water, becauſe they ſeek to withdraw, /Men from God tg thei % 
- Filthineſs. Alſo St. {wg _ St. Fude wo the Senn old 
repared for them, Jude verſ. 14 to 20. Allow. 15 ſhew'd before. | 
reg does account of them in the 7. 23. and 24. Chapters of Ig _ 

Again, this hypocritical Preacher faith moreover, 7s « r2quired jy Stews, 

that a Man be found faithful, and that we are farced to commend 6; ſe k 
But So/omon faith, Prov. 20. 6. A'faithful Man whican find ? Thus we - 
ſee, thatif a: Man would ſo account of them as they would be acc; _P 
and ler them alone in their: boaſting themſelves, «they. will have the hs 
dence and: boldneſs to ſay, as Chriſt himſelf ſays,” I a> the good Shepherd, 1 
10. 11. and ſo make*themfelvesequal with him,; that'was really fo, Butthy 
they will not;:as it is-in the-latter part of the Verſe, 'give their Life fon ; 
Sheep, as this good Shepherd and. his true Apoſtles did,:for his fake and by 
Goſpels. Now if I ſbould ſo-account'of them, and.'call them geod; tha x: 
bad ; then there isa Wo denounced againſt me and others that dv fy: Ras0 
Wo unto. them that. call evil good,and good evil. AST haverhad tco good the} 4. 
of therix a long time, I pray God. forgive me and others, that have beter 
thoughts of them , than they deferve. I muſt: confeſs, I have rather ks 
hard thoughts of the Word of God, wherein T have read ſo many Plics 
how they- are called falſe Prophets, falſe Apoſtles, and falſe Teachers; anti | 
could not appreherid them to beſo,' yntil it has pleaſed God, by hisgood Pro. | 
vidence ſo to.order it, that'Fſhould find them. out what they areg and fo by 
his good Spirit hath' opened":the eyes of my Underſtanding, for which great 
mercy, I gtve-God humble-and hearty thanks; alſo I deſire that ill others | 
ſhould have the Benefit of iti; Another thing I know to this purpoſe, wha 2 
bad thing it is to ſpeak againlt God's Minſters and Servants ; as we hive in | 
expamle of God's diſpleature againſt ſuch in Numb.312; where we read, how | 
Miriam and Aaron ſpake againſt Moſes ; therefore T ſhould be very loath to | 
ſpeak or write againſt theſe Men, if they were God's Servants and' Miniſters ; | 
bur it is ſufficiently proved before to the contrary, thatthey are not fox they 
profeſs to be : For what I ſpeak againſt them, it is for God's Cauſe, and in 
his behalf, and'for the good and benefit of others, according as ſome ofthem 
have bid me do theſe three things, ſaying diflemblingly to this purpoſe; Se 
the Glory of God, the Salvation of others, and the Good of the Realm. - 

I heard another Falſe Teacher ſay, That we muſt dv according to the Cuſtom 
of the place where we live, for Peace and Nuietneſs ſake ; But I ſay that thi i 
very much contrary to the Holy Scripture, asamay be proved by- many Texts 
of Scripture ;- but Two or Three. may be ſufficient, As firſt; St. Famer 
faith in his Epiſtle, «ch. 4, v. 4: Te Adulterers and- Adultereſſes, krnow.'yt w 
that the Friendſhip of the World is Enmity with - God? Whoſoever therefore 
will be a Friend 'of the World, is the Enemy of God: And in anotherphc: 
it 1s ſaid,” Be wot © conformable-to-this World, but be transformed into thi neg! 
of Chrif#. And. St. John exhorteth us to Contemm the World, in his'r Off 
2. 15. Love not the World, tieither the things that are in the World ;/ 
Man love the World, the Lowe of the Father is not in hjm, . 16. For 
in the World, the Luſt of 1he Fleſb, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 
is not of the Father, but is of the World, Another Reaſon he gives. 1 
17. v. The World paſſeth away and the Luſt thereof. "And elſewhere it is 
That the Godly Followers of Chriſt, muſ? as it were, go out of the World, beat 
hisCreſs.TheleProofs I think'are ſufficient to prove that we muſt not do a 
ing to the Cuſtom of the place where we live, for Peace and Quietnefs ſake. 

Now I pray you, Whar Peace and Quietneſs had Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
when they were in the World ? For going about to do+good, were ſo much 
hated of rhe World, as we read in the 15. ch. of St. Fehx's Goſpe),” and the 
18, 19, and 20, Verſes ; and ſo on, J1f the World hate you, ye know that it 
hated me before' it hated you. If ye were of the World, the World -wauld Ire 
his own,. but becauſe ye are not of the World, but I have choſen you out 'of the 
World, therefere the World hateth you ; and as it follows, The Servantgss nt 
greater than his Lord. If they hate perſecuted-me, they will alfo' perſecute 
you ; but all theſe things will they do for my Names ſake. All this they did 
without a cauſe, 2s it tollows in the 25 Verſe. *And who were more cryel 
and mahicious Perſecutors of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, than the Prieſts, * the 
Chief Yrieſt, and the High Prieſt ; who Ieaft ought fo to do : And yet they 
moſt cruelly perſecuted them to Death, or were the chief Cauſers, And ir 
15 to be feared, that if they were upon Earth again, now in theſe our days, 
that they would find no better Uſage from theſe malicious Prieſts, and falſe 
Teachers of ours, than they gid then. As I find them to be-ſo malicious and 
ſpiteful, to ſuch as go abour to imirate Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 

Anorher Falſe teacher, much to the ſame pupoſe faith, No Peace with 
Men, no Veace with God ; then how does he judge of thoſe thar are perſecuted 
to Death for Righteouſneſs ſake, as theſe Holy Apoſtles, and the Prophets 
that were before rhem were? as we read in the fore quoted place, Mart. 23. 
How they killed the Prophets is to'be.read at large. Now when I did after- 
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gards Meditate on it, T thought it to be a very hard Saying ; for if I ſeek to: 
te Reconciled, and ro be at Peace with others, and they will not, Shall I 
haye-no Peace with God therefore ? will not God accept. the Will for the. 
Need ? as it 15.2 Cor. 8. 12. Again, the Royal Prophet ſaith, When 1 ſeek, 
and ſpeak for Peace, they are for Px Pſal. 120. 7; There #8. no Peace to the 
wicked; faich God, 1ſa. 57, 21. Neither is there any Peace to be. expeQed 
with then\ as I read: Butthis I believe he ſpoke out of ſome ſelf-end, it may- 
be, becauſe others were not. at Peace with him, or be with them. 

Now theſeHypocritical Preachers,can.diſſemble and ſpeak againſt theChurch.. 
of Rome, for withholding the Bible from their deceived Laity, and training 
than up” in Ignorance and_ blind Devotion, - when they themfelves are as. 
- but only they would not be ſeen to be ſo. Ir is to be feared, that if 
| ry ſhould come in amongſt us, which God forbid itſhould, that many 

of theſe Falſe Teachers, otherwiſe caHed Swearers, that can turn as the Wind 
turns, would turn, rather than burn for God and his Religions ſake. And 
alſo it is to be feared, that they would rather have it ſo, than not, according 
to what I have heard of them. Nay, it is farther to. be feared, that if ir 
fhould be ſo, that they would be ready to vote that we might have our Bi- 
bles raken from us ; although they, " Gch of them, can difſemble and ſay 

with your Lives rather than your Bibles) againſt their Conſciences ; as 
part of the ible 1s kept from us, andlaid afide (I mean the Margent) as it 
were an old Almanack out of Date ; becauſe there are ſuch things init againſt 
them, that they would not have us to know, and ſo they keep us as igno- 
ant as they can, that we may not find them out what they are : As they 
Gay, it is for that reaſon that the Papiſts'do withhold the Bible from their de- 
ceived Laity, that are ſo much deluded by them : Yet they can Pray and 
Freach againſt them as they do. IT do not queſtion but vhat the Papiſts can 
ſay ſomething againſt them ; if they cannot, I can, as is here to be ſeen: 
And I bave read ſomething what they ſay againſt them again : They ſay 
that the Papiſt both adds, and diminiſhes from the Word of God. Firſt, they 
id in making Seven Sacraments, that is Five more than we read of in Holy 
Writ that Chriſt has inſtituted ; and then they diminiſh, in leaving out the 
Second Commandment, and ſplitting another in Two, to make up the 
Number Ten. | 
+ They may fay the ſame of us that are of the Church of England, for a 
preat many of us, if not'the moſt part, doth add and diminiſh from Gods 
Holy Word and Commandments, to my Knowledge, as I can make it appear 
with Gods Aſſiſtance ; for God has allowed us Six days for our Worldly 
s, and left himſelf but One day in Seven, for his Worſhip and Ser- 
vice : Yet how many of us are there that do-not diminiſh and rob God of 
One day, and add” it to the Six days that he has allowed us? AndI 
think the like may be faid of all the of the Commandments in one re- 

& or other, F 
\ Thus we may ſee that one Perſwaſioh needs not judge and condemn a- 
nother ſo much as they do : For as the Apoſtle Paul faith, Rom.2.1,2,3.Thou art 
anexcu/able O Man, whoever thou art, that judgeſt, for wherein thou judgeſt an- 

thou condenmeſt thy ſelf ; for thou that judgeſt, doth the ſame things : 
But we are ſure that the Judgment of God is according to Truth, againſt them 
which commit ſuch things. And thinkeſt thou this O Man, that judgeſt them 
ich do ſuch things, and doth the ſame, that thou ſbalt eſcape the Fudghent of 
? Alſo the Apoſtle in his 1 Epi. to the Cor. 1. 10. beſeecherh all by the 
Name of Brethren, and by the Name of ouy Lord: Feſus Chriſt, that ye all 
weak the ſame thing ; and that there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye 
be perfe#ly joyned together in the ſame Mind and in the ſame Judgmenr. - And 
tot'to_contradiQt one another ; as'they do not only contraditt one another, 
but themſelves alſo, both in their Preaching, and in their Lives and Conver- 
alſo, as I ſee and hear,- by their frequenting the Coftee-Houſes, and 
Mer Publick Houſes, ſo much as they do borh Day and Night ; fo thar 
be Watchmen of the City; find them out at One or Two of the Clock in 
be Morning : But for Modefties ſake, 1 will not ſay the worſt that I could 
ay. ' Bur theſe things contradi& their Preachings, and make it no better 
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word,-is Nonſenſe ;- ſo I ſay to them, to be Preachers and not Pra&icers, 
mts Nonſenſe. I think the beſt Preaching, would be for Miniſters to 
& more circumſpealy themſelves, and to give good Examples to others, 
Wno bad ones, as they do a many. : 
*Stme indeed, as theApoſtleSt. Paul ſaith, PreachesChriſt,eyen out of Envy,Strife 

us Content:on ; not ſincerely, Phil. 1. 15, 16. ſaying, Let a Man abiae in his 

ns wherein he is called, '3 Cor. 7, Twice in this Chap. 20. and 24. al- 

T the fame Words, ſaith one, which I know his Meaning was to me, 4 

aud no Man; as it 1s in Pſal. 22. 6.-in compariſon of ſome Men. 

Mtn Compariſon to Almighty God, I may fay as 4braham ſaid, but Duſt 

na Aber, Gen. 18. 27: Yer ſaith.he, Let-a Man abide” in his Calling ; as an- 

ther before faid tothe ſame Purpoſe, .endeavouting to Preach us away from 

the Prayers of the Church :. Thus they Preach out of Self-ends, ou: of Envy, 
Strife and Contention ; not ſincerely. But although St. Pau! doth ſay, Let a 
Man # bide in his Calling, yet he doth not forbid us to do other Chriſtian 
Duties for God and our Neighbours, but putsvs upon it, ſaying, Let no Man 
eek his own, but anothers Wealth; as it is in this ſame Epiſt. Chap. 10. 24, Bur 
what T do here, is for the good of others; yer every one that I ſpeak with 
about it, is againſt me, and not only againſt me, bur againſt God ; ſo that 
I may fay as the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Who wi# riſe up for me againſt the 'Evil Do- 
" or who will ſtand up for me againſt the Workers of Iniquity, Pſal. 94. 16. 

I read what the Prophet Malachi Taith in his Firſt and Secontl Chapters, 
chiefly againſt the Prieſts, for being Seducers of the People, and their Un- 
kindneſs and Profanencfs, Irreligiouſneſs, Negligence, Covetouſtteſs, and 

11 Examples ; and that they ſerved God after their own Fantafties,and not 
according to the Preſcript of his Word, as they ought to do, And elſewhere. 
I read of the Scandalous Negle& of Miniſters : And who brings a greater 
Scandal upon Gods true Religion than they do ? And in another place, What 
is Worſe then a covetous Man? And St. Paul faith Eph. 5. $. For this ye know, 
That no Whoremonger, nor U n clean Perſon, nor covetous Man, who is an Idolater, 
hath any Inheritance in the Kingaom of Chriſt and of God. 

| Again, 2 Per. 2. 3. Through Covetouſneſs, ſhall they with feigned wards, 
make merchandiſe of you, whoſe Fudgment now, of a long tine lingreth not, and 
their Damnation lumbreth not. And in the 14. v. Having Eyes full of Aduls 
aultery, and that cannot ceaſe from ſin, beguiling unſtable Souls ; an heart they 
is exerciſed with covetows Prattice, curſed Chilaren : Waich have forſaken 
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then Nonſenſe: As they can tell us, to be Hearers and not Doers of the ' 


the right way, .and ave gone aſtray, v.-15. following the way of Balaam the Toh ; 
of Boſor, which lowed the wages of unrighteouſneſs. And the Prophet Feremie. © 
ah, hath pronounced-a -Curſe to thom, that do the -wark of the Lord, neglie* 
gently or deceitfully,, Ch. 48.10. | Joon yn cl 
- Another thing- thqt-I obſerve 1s, How. theſe Falſe Teachers, when they 
Preach Funeral. Sermops, and in the behalf of the Poor, how they will then .- 
ſtretch their Conſciences... Firſt in-the Praiſe of the Deceaſed Party to pleaſe © 
their Friends, and.as-they ſpeak againſt their Conſciences when they bury: - 
them, ſo likewiſe when they Preach. their Funeral Sermong,-- : - -- - 2 
The next is. in the- bebalf of the.-Pogr, much' like the Papiſt, that makes: © 
them believe that they merit by*their. Good Works, and. by.their Charity 
So do our Falſe Teachers ſay, that, our Charity covers @ multitude of Sing ; © 
when it is'the, Charity of Chriſt that .covers a multitude of Sins : Then whar, © 
is that, but as much- as to ſay, That we-merit by our Charity-? For what is 
given to the Poor'is lent #6 the Lora, fay they ;. whitour putting in the word © 
if. As they ſhould ſay, 1f you come. lawfully and honeſtly by it, and. if youdb_- 
all other Religious Duties that Almighty God requires. of you, as. Chriſtians. 
ought to a0; and do-no wicked thing that God has forbidden you, then I fay,.” 
if they did ſay thus, then they would not ſpeak. againſt their own Conſciences.© 
as they do, both. in the Pulpit and at the moſt Holy Sacrament ;. uſing: ſuch * 
like Expreſſions, without ſaying if: But as itis faid, You that, ar? Teachers of. 
others, have need that ſome ſhould teach, youz As St. Pete? and St. Jude, in: 
their Epiſtles before mentioned, comparing them to. -Bes/ts,-and charging: 
them with [gnerance ; ſaying, They.ſpeak evil of thoſe things which they knew * 
»ot, - But in this xt is not ſo muchi;through Ignorance, as it-is againſt theix * 
Knowledge; which is far worſe... Again, They ſay that our Righteouſneſs * 
hides a multituge' of Sins,” when it 15 the == any fe. of Chrift.; and ſo de- + 
rogates from God. Now what is-our Righteouſneſs, the beſt of us but: as. 
filthy Rags, in compariſon of Chriſts Righteouſneſs? Again, when we have; 
done all that God hath commanded us, we muſt confeſs that we! are but wn. 
profitable Servants : For we have done. but that which was our Duty to do; 
Luke 17, 10, How.then can they ſay, or .-we think that we, merit > - Now E 
do not mention all this to hinder the Poor, For wzrþ ſuch Sacrifices God 3s well | 
pleaſed, if they be done as they ought tor be, with Holineſs and Righteouſneſs * 
of Life ; but I do mention this, ro ſhew what Falſe Teachers a many of themy 
Are. | ; T# 43:32 
Now let us ſuppoſe that a High-way Man that robs a Man of a great Suny: 
of Mony, ſhould-come to Church and/ give a ſmall part of that to the Poor, - 
only to be ſeen of Men, as the Hypocrites do, Will this be acceptable ro. God: 
think ye ?. and: yet I believe that there are.many worſe "Thieves, that wrongg 
and oppreſs the Poor, under a Pretence of their Charity ; '2s the Governours - 
of the Hoſpital of Berhb/em do : For I-never. heard that 'the High-way Men - 
do- pretend Charity in what they do, as theſe wicked: Men: db, to deceive 
the World by. ty 10 CI II. i 
Agan, There is a Woe denounc'd againſt the Rich; Zuk. 6. 24. I L 
againſt ſuch as get their Riches by unlawful means, as Fraud and Oppreffion's 
making themſelves Rich, and others Poor : And no lefs Woe be to ther that® 
ſuffer ſuch Oppreflion' when they are inform'd of it, and will not do their” 
Duty. Remember what the Biſhop faith before'; the higher that a . Mani 
is in Place and Office, the greater ,is his' Sin again, ' if they make-ng + 
good uſe of their Riches for Gods Glory and the good-of others. Eo 
Heat what God Almighty faith by the Mouth of the Prophet Hoſes, ch.5.v.s., 
O ye Prieſt hear this, and hearktn ye, O' Houſe of Iſrael, and'give yo ear © 
Honſe of the King, (meaning Feroboam ) for Judgment is toward: you, becauſe you © 
have been a Snare on Mizpah, and a Net ſpread upon 'Tabor, And in the? 
Margent it 1s faid, That the Prieſts and Princes catched the Poor People int i 
their Snares, as the Fowlers did the Birds in theſe Two Mnentains, Notwiths® 
ſtanding they ſeemed to be given altogether to Holineſs and to. Sacrifiees;*= 
which here he calleth Slaughter in the 2. v. in Contempt;. Thazgh 1 have it 
been a Rebuker of them all, {faith the Prophet: Then how will Magiſtrates andl* * 
Miniſters anſwer theſe things, when : the Kings of the Earth, as 1t is Rew."6.*: 
15,16, 17. Verſes, and the great men, and the rich men, arid 'the chief Caps» © 
tains and the mighty men ; and every Bona-man, and every Free-man hide” 
themſelves in Dens and among the Robles of the Mbnraes ant fob to the Mouna .© 
tains and Rocks, fall ow us, and hide us from the. Preſence \ of him that ftrterth 
on the Throne,and from the Wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his Wrath 3s *; 
come, and who can ſtand ? This is not meant to the"Godly, but ro the Wicked 7 
and Ungodly. Now if I know theſe things by them, and do nor. atter them; © 
then I am acceſlary to their Sins, -and ſo ſhould make myſelf Partaker with” © 
them, in not diſcharging my Conſcience. ": 0 Died ny 
We read how the Prophet Malachi hath pronounced a Curſe againſt ſuch a 
Deceiver, that hath in his Flock a Male, -and'voweth and ſacrificeah unto the- * 
Lord a corrupt thing, Chap. 1.14, And isit not ſo with thoſe that go oj 
the Church under a Pretefice of Religion and Charity, and 'give naughty” 
Mony to the Poor, that is to ſay, Braſs or Clipt Mony. Is not that a corragey 
thing ? for what 1s given to the Poor,' is, or ſhould be lent to 'the TY 
And will ſuch naughty Mony be acceptable to God think ye? And yet I ſee” 
ſome do give Clipt Mony at the moſt Holy Sacrament; and as we read. 
more at large in the ſame Chapter, how rhe Prieſt and People were both weary” 
of: ſerving of God, and paſſed not what manner of Sacrifice and Service they 
gave to. God : For that which was leaſt profitable, was thought good o_ FY 
for the Lord, So T think it is a” great Sin to-thoſe thar take Clipe Mony; 4 
and a greater to thoſe that ſuffer it to paſs, becauſe thereby the Clippers are ” 
encouraged to venture their Lives ; as they do both venture and loſe their 7 
Lives: Then are not ſuch Incouragers guilty of their Death ? For if every * 
one would refuſe to take it as I do, then ro be ſure they would give over: * 
Clipping ; and it ſeems to me an unreaſonable thing, that they ſhould: Dye”: 
for it, when they are fo. encouraged in ir, and ir might be fo eafily. prevented.” % 
Another thing Izhave obſerved, how ready ſome Pevple'are to make a he, 
and pur it into the mouths of their Children and Servants, fearing Men more” 
than God ; but Solomon tells us, The fear of 'man bringeth' a ſnare Prov. 29.25 * 
Again it is ſaid in the Margent,He that feaneth Man more than God,falleth into 
a ſnare, and is d:ſtroyed. Again, the Prophet ſaith, Who art thou, that F: 7; 
fear a mortal man, and the Son, of man which ſhall be madle as graſs, Ma.$1.1%.* 
Thus we may fee what a bad hog it 1s for any to tear Mary more than Godj+* 
bur much worſe for Miniſters to do ſo, and to give fach'bad Examples "uy © 
their Families; and yet IT find none more y to do fo than theſe falſe” 
L'achers are, and to make a lie and par into their Servants mouths to deny 
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3-IS. 1 BY, 
- qhemto thoſe that go to ſpeak with ent; although they fay in the Chnreh,Come 
© wi # pvc or ſome ot her" diſcreet wy 1 of Gods word: Yet they will not ſuffer 
+ ws to come, is they ſay, to be reſolved of ſome doubts or ſcruples, as it'is their 
> duty fo to do .Bur let ſuch, as will dare to make a lie, take notice what St. John 
"Gaith int Rev. 22. 15. For without are Dogs, and Soerers, and Whoremongers, 
Sand: Mutderers, and Tdolaters, and whoſoemer loveth and .maketh a lie. Again 
"Se Fobn faith in his 1/7 Epif. ch. 4. wer. 1. Believe not every Spirit, but try the 
* Spirits whether they are of God ; and he giverh a good reaſon for it, becauſe 
"many falſe Prophets are gone out into the World, Verl. 2. it 1s ſaid, Every Spirit 
. That Ris that Feſus Chriſt is tomt'inthe fleſh, 15 of God. And in Verl. 3. 
faith the contrary, ge that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
in the fleſh, is not of God. Theſe two laſt Verſes, and other ſuch like Texts, - 
Lavſpek inthe general, do theſe falſe Teachers make uſe of to delnde _ 
iemorant Souls withal. The Devil can bring Texts of Scripture to delude Souls 
Sith ; as he did attempt and do his endeayour to our bleſſed Saviour Chriſt, 
ZMthough he knew he was God as' well -as Man, and knows all things, and 
"cannot be ignorant nor deceived, Marth. 4. 6. If thou be the Son of God caſt 
- zby ſelf dewn ; for it is written, he ſhall give his Angels charge concerning thee, 
” and in<their hands they ſhall bear thee up, leaſt at any time thou daſh thy foot 
azninſt a ftme. So dothele falſe Teachers, who are rhe Devils Inſtruments, 
bring ſuch Texts'of Scriptures as make beſt for. their deluſions. Every:one 
- ſay they, hat confeſſerh that Feſus Chriſt'is come in the fleſh, is of God : 1 be- 
” eve $t:5vbn'does not mein every one that ſays they believe and confeſs Chriſt, 
for the Devils and theſe falſe Teachers do confeſs and profeſs as much ; but ir 
-38.0 nly they that do their ntmoſt endeavour to live up to what they confeſs and 
*profeſs to belicye. - Our Saviour ſaith,” Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
Zord hall enter into the Kingdom} of ' Heaven ; but he that doth the Will of my 
Par ber which is in Heaven, Matt: 9. 21. This ſeems to contradift St. Zohn, who 
* faith; Every, Spirit that confiſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come inthe fleſb,is of God; 
and if 1 leave it ſo; ſome. may ſay that T go about to'make St. Fohn a Lyar ; 
= F'do not go aboutto contradi@ the: holy Scripture, though I go about to 
"prove theſe falſe Teachers Lyars, like their Father the Devil : But I believe Sr. 
> Fohn does not mean every one thac confefſeth Chriſt in the Church or Pulpit, 
ad then denies him when they are out, by their evil living and bad exam- 
*les 3 but rather, every one that confeſſerh Chriſt at all rimes, in. all places and 
pon all occaſions, and never for fear of Men'deny him in any troubles ſuf- 
rings or perſecutions-whatſoever. - 
: WL 6 like/may be-ſaid concerning the word 4/1, which fome of” theſe falſe 
d r ignorant People, 
, Death, ReſurreQti-. 


Teachers uſe more-than is right, on purpoſe to delude 
F bothing them up in their Sins, ſaying, that Chrlfts Bi 
on and Aſcenfior+ is for the benefit and Salvation of 41/ ; which they ſpeak ve- 
much againſt rheir-Conſciences : For they knpw, that it is only to thoſe 
hards truly - and ſincerely repent of all their fins, ſtedfaſtly believe 1n his 
boly Name, and wholly truſt and relie on him and his mercy in the forgive- 
zefs'of all their ſins, in his Blood and the Merits of his moſt precious Death 
nd Paſſion on the Croſsz and truly love and fear him, and obey his holy 
afpedin altthings,as near as we can. Burt inſtezd of dealing thus truly and faith- 
ly with us, they do but flatter and diſſemble with us, making the beſt. of 
kings, -and making thenv as eaſie as they can ; ſeeking to pleaſe Men more 
an God : But the holy ApoſHe' St.. Paul faith, 1f 1 ſeek to pleaſe men, I am 
ot the Servant of Chriſt, Gal. 1. 10.. Again in 1 Theſ. 2. 4. Even ſo, we ſpeak, 
wot 25 pleaſing Men but God ; not ſeeking the praiſe of Men, as theſe do; bur 
ppoſe they have the praiſe of Men, they have not the praiſe of God, as is. 
be proved: in.the 23 | .Matthcw.,Now I reckon that 
& be proved-at large in.the 23» 24th Chapters of St. Matrthcw.No ckon t 
the Paſſion of Chriſt will be no benefit'nor ſignifle any thing to the Sa'vation of 
their" Souls, that. continue obſtinare and diſobedient to the Commands of 
Chriſt ;- bur rather a greater condemnation to all that will not comply and ſub- 
mit.to bis holy Will-: -Thus ought theſe falſe Teachers to ſay, rather than to 
make ignorant Pedple believe, that he died for all. | 
Tt 'may be, ir will be a hard thing to make my Friends and Neighbours be 
eve theſe things to be true againſt chem ; but you may as well fay, that you 
wall not believe the Word-of God to. be true, if you will not believe me. 1 
would. have. you believe Moſes and the:-Prophets in the O!d Teſtament, and 
Shrift and his Apoſtles.in the New. I will not fay as.one faith, Blame nor me,. 
ut blame them that . ſay ſo,. leſt T ſhould bid: you ſpeak Blaſphemy againſt the 
Joly Ghoſt :" For St. Paul tells 'us, that all Scripture 75 given by inſpiration of 
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r 70a and is profitable to teach, to-convtnce, to correc}, and 19 inſtrutt in Righteouſ- 
zefſs, 2 Fim.3.16. Therefore he might rather have ſaid, blame not me,butblame 
x Prophets and Apoſtles that fay ſo, if you will or dare ſpeak Blaſphemy 
gaiſt the Holy Ghoſt : For I ſuppoſe he-knows, that theſe holy Men ſpake 
y-the Inſpiration of 'the Holy Ghoſt ; and fo he might have given ignorant 
eople:to-underſtand; what: it is to. ſpeak. againſt ſuch holy Men, as 1t is his 
place and office to inforra and inſtrutt the ignorant,and not to bid them ſpeak 


' Now L have ſomething againſt the Clerks: When the Miniſters are ſo bad, 
is not likely their Clerks ſhould' be very good ; for T have obſerved, how 
ey have often” ſet forth ſuch a-Pſlalm, as not only cafes themſelves, but the 
grepation to fay or ſing a falſe thing, or againſt their Conſciences : as in 
e 5th part of 119; ?ſ#!. Who is it that-can truly ſay, they love and fear no- 
bur God? when it is an hard matter to find one that doth fo; and in moſt 
arts of this Pſalm there are ſuch 'expreflions, if ſeriouſly conſidered, very 
wean truly fay them without ſpeaking againſt their Confciences. 
Theard a Clerk thar ſung this 1 19th Pſalm chroughour, at ſundry times, and 
the thi rt there is a Curſe he pronounced againſt thoſe that do not Gods 
eſts attend” upon..Now I think that Publick Frayers is one of Gods Hefts ; if 
ws 15-to:be taken in a ſtrict ſenſe, that is ro ſay,to atrend on them both morning 
d-&vening conſtantly,then who is it that is not curſed ? For I ſee that neither 
12 Mi uiſters, Imean the head-Migiſters, nor theic Clerks do ſo con{tantly both 
jorhing and evening attend this Ordinance, as they thould,rto give gdod Exam- 
es-49 others ;bur rather diſcourage others by ſeeing them ablent : Neither are 
ey willing to have a Pſalm, or part of one, to be ſung at Prayers ; bur as I 
we ſeveral of rhe Readers, nor only refuſe when ic has been offered to 
em; bur forbid rhe Clerks, although they know the Pſalnult ſays, Wiz! 2 good 
ine 5t-2t zo ſing Praiſes to God ; yerat ſeveral Churches,as I know,they do not 
ePlms at the Sacrament, which is the higheſt Ordinance of the Goſpel, 
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j-ro ling praiſes in way of thankfulneſs ro Almighty God for 1o great 
naty-in giving us his only Son to be a Sacrifice for ,us miſerable Sinners. 
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- he could ; in fach caſes, F do not doubr, but that God will accept of the 


teach us to pray, asJohn alſo taught his Diſciples, Luk.11.1. he made no reply 


He'princ ple part of God's Worſhip ; Fo that I think we ought then more - 


Theſe are to be told over againſt the Rye ar.d Crown at Pudidie-dock in London Prixe 2 &. 
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But I ſee they doin this, asthey do in other parts of God's Worſhip anq'g,, 
vice, as ſlightly as they well can. Alfo.I ſee how malicious ſome of the Clerks 
and other ants are, even at the time of the Sacrament before the commu. 
nicants are gone, which is a very ſad ſight to ſee; 'Epray God forgive them 
their Malice to me. | | | 
Again concerning the Curſe which I heard theClerk pronounce agaift thoſs 
that do not Gods hefts attend upon 5 ſorne may or will think it a very hard fay. 
ing, if we conſider theſe things following : as firſt, if a Man be under banith. 
ment, and ſo cannot come to the Houſe of God as he would, as David him. 
ſelf was, as it ismentioned in the 84 Pſalm, when 'he was driven forth of his 
Country, defired moſt ardently to come again to the Tabernacle of the 
and the Aſſembly of the Saints to praiſe the Lord. And alſo the Apoſtles, bh 
more eſpecially St. Pau/, who was kept under confinement for ſome y 
ſo that he could not go, as he uſed to do or would have done : Or if a Man be 
in a Journy, or ſo tied to days work, that he cannot go, but yet would (4 if 
ill 


for the Deed ; for though a Man be abſent in body, yer his heart may be 
there. Burt on the contrary, thoſe that have time and opportunity,and migh 
o and will not, but rather ſpend there precious time in the Ale-houſes,other:. 
wiſe called Hell-houſes or the Devil's Schools, where there is ſuch ſwearing, 
curſing and gaming, and a great deal of more wickedneſs and prophaneſ; uſed; 


'fuch, I ſay, 1 cannot imagin how they can' eſcape this Curſe, ' as it is in' Heb, 


2, 3- How ſhall we eſcape damnation, if we neglect ſo great ſalvation ? We read 
AF. 17.11, how the wicked Jews were converted, and recetved the word with 
all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things were 
fo : Alſo we may further underſtand what was the happy effe& of it ; for in 
the next Verſe it is ſaid, Therefore many. of them belieyed : and'then fhall they 
not riſe up in Judgment againſt thoſe that will neither read chem at home, 
nor go to the publick Prayers of the Church daily to hear them read, when 
they might as well go. as not ? 

Again, I have heard one of our falſe Teachers ſay, He that gies to'Church 
and gives not. ſomething to the Poor, does bus half his duty ; then what do thoſe, 
that inſtead of giving, rob the Poor'of* part of that that is given ? ThisT be- 
lieve he ſpake out of ſome ſelf by or baſe end ; for I h one ' of the Ser 
vants of the Church 'fay, that he can preach to others for Charity, and give 
none himſelf. Again, where it is not to be had, God'does not require it ; al- 
though I know that God did require it in the Eaw of Moſes, faying, None ſbal 
appear before the Lord empty, Exod 21. 15. Deut. 16. 16. But that was at the 
three great ſolemn Feaſts of the year : * Thus we may ſee, how they pur 
others upon: thoſe things that they will not do themfelves. 

Now I have ſomething to ſay againſt the Diſſenters or Nonconformiſtsthar 
behave themſelves ſo irreverently in the place of their Worſhip : I have ſeen 
the Miniſter go into the Pulpit with his hat on his heag, and after the Sermon 
put his hat on again in the Pulpit, which ſeems to me a very unſeemly thing: 
Eut perhaps ſome will ſay, where is there any Text of Scripture that ys i | 
expreſly againſt it ? To which I anſwerzif there be none that ſpeaks exprely, 

et there are ſeveral that ſpeak to_ that effe& : as in Exod. 3, 5. whereazod 
ommanded Moſes, ſaying, Pull off thy ſhoes from off thy feet, with this reafon 
annexed, for the place whereon thou ftandeſt is holy ground ; and another reafon 
is in the Margent, that is, becauſe of my preſence. Alſo God hath ſaid, That 
whereever two or there are gathered together in my name, Mat. 18. 20; there am1 
in the midſt of them :' Then is not his preſence. to be reverenced ; and if his 
thooes were to be put. off, is it not likely: his hat alſo.? Beſides, I heard a Mj- 
niſter ſay, that it might be meant his hat. . Again, the holy Apoſtle St. Pal | 
reproves Men for praying in their holy Aſſembly with their heads covered, 
1 Cor. 11. and at the 14 ver. he ſaith, Darh not even nature it ſelf teach you; \ 
that if a man have long hair, it is @ ſhame unto him? And ſo I fay, doth not © 
even very Nafure it ſelf teach you, that it is a ſhame for Men to have thei 
hats on their heads in their holy Aſſemblies, but more eſpecially in the Pulpit?? 
Alſo they ſuffer their Auditors cothave their hats on, their heads in Sermon 
time ; and notonly ſo, bur in Prayer time too, as I have ſeen ſome, when the 
Miniſter begins his Prayer, inſtead of, puting off their hats, put them a little 
on one fide. ; ſo that they wearthem on their heads ſtill, and might as well 
on as.they were : They alſo ſuffer them irreverently to ſit in Prayer time 
neither ſtand nor kneel, as they ought to do, as it is to be proved in Pſal.g5.6 
Ofome,let us worſhip and bow down;let us kneel before theLard our Maker.And 
difobedient are the Miniſters to the Command of Chriſt in nor ſaying the 
Prayer, but ſpeaking againſt a form ofPrayer? Nowl never read thatChrift 
againſt a ſet form of Prayer,but when one of his Diſciples ſaid unto him,Lor 


gainſt ir,bur immediately taughr them ſaying, ver, 2:When ye pray, ſay,Our Fa 
ther which art in Heaven, &c. For it is likely, if he would ever have ſaid any? 
thing againſt a form of Prayer, ir would have,been then ;. but inſtead of ſaying: 
any thing againlt it,he rather did allow and approve of it ; for if he had not,te 

be ſure he would not have taught his Diſciples one;and in them, us ; and com« 

manded them and us to ſay it ; and when he did ſay, ſay :t,he did not ſay, ſay 

it 03 a Book; for if he had ſaid ſo,then how ſhould a blind Man fay it,or another 

inthe dark,or a Man that cannor read ? Then. it follows, that thoſe that will nor 

ſay it but upon a book,are too ſuperſtitious therein.I have obſerved, that one of” 
our Miniſters would not ſay the Lords Prayer, but upon his Book, . which FE 
could nap imagin what ſhould be his meaning, except he did it to countenance: 
a'form of Prayer ; if it were lo, I think it were well-enough. 

Bur another thing is, he would have all the Congregation to ſay after th; 
Miniſter, Amer, fo as to make the Church ring again ; but ir is ſaid, that che 
Prayer of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord; then F would gladly know 
what it is for us to joyn in Prayer with ſuch diflembling Hypocrites, as are 
here diſcovered, and ſay mer to their abominable Prayers ? ' Now, 1 do nbt 
deny, but that we ought ro ſay Amen, if we had true Miniſters, ſuch as St. 
Paul and the reſt of the holy Apoſtles were : Butnow our falſe Teachers and 
hypocritical Preachers, whether they be Confomiſts or Nonconformiſts, have 

great need ro pray with.St. Paul, That while they preach 30. others, that they 
themſelves do not become caſt aways, 1 Cor. y. 27. which I pray God they may 
not. Solconclude with the Caurion that our Blefled Saviour gives in Marth. 
24. 4; ſaying, Toke beed that no man deceive you.” To all this might be added 
the Collett thar is read on St. Marzhias's day ; bug I do not write it here, be . 
bauſeI would not have Men to read ir ſo icreverently with their hats on thei: 
heads. I reſt, | | * Yours in the Lord, + + 
Dated vg. the 20th, 1692. Thomas Crof[le)... 
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